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Expectations:  As a man gets wiser, he expects less, and probably gets more than he expects.
 —Joseph Farrell, American economist

“Listening Session” creates forum for people’s concerns
Regional Roundup

“Join the Dialogue” was the theme and polling local citizens and
their government representatives was the purpose of a recent open
forum or “Listening Session” in Honolulu designed to identify im-
portant water resources related issues in Hawaii and the Pacific.  One
of 14 such regional sessions the Corps of Engineers is scheduling
across the United States this year, the Honolulu meeting July 26 at-
tracted about 45 participants, mostly government representatives and
locally elected officials, to discuss water-related issues.

Although the five-hour session at the Ala Moana Hotel was
open-ended in water topic subject matter, session organizers posed a
pre-set list of six “challenges” to help prime the discussion.  In open-
ing remarks, Brig. Gen. Randal Castro, Pacific Ocean Division
Commander, summarized the challenges, which included flood con-
trol, environmental restoration, aging water-resources infrastructure,
navigation and commerce, emergency response to natural disasters,
and positive growth issues.

A professional facilitator led participants through various group
“brainstorming” exercises and small-group  efforts to priority-rank

various water issues considered important in Hawaii and the Pa-
cific region.  Dominating the discussion were issues of available
water supply, navigation improvements and addressing backlogged
water projects, as well as more systematic means to address cul-
tural and regional differences that exist in Pacific Island areas.

About 15 members of both POD and HED staffs attended,
although their primary roles were to observe, assist, and to “lis-
ten.”  Generated notes were logged and will be compiled with
a copy of the report sent to each participant.  The session re-
port will also be posted on the Internet at:

 www.wrsc.usace.army.mil/iwr/waterchallenges
along with reports of earlier sessions.

Organizers from the Institute of Water Resources said the
compiled reports will be used to help future planning of water
resources development in the United States for use by the Corps
and other agencies or regional governments as appropriate.

A second POD-region public session is scheduled for An-
chorage, Alaska, in mid-September.—Larry Hawthorne, POD PAO

Electronic Library
by Ruby Mizue

CCB on LAN as DVD!

The current edition of the Construction Criteria Base (CCB #52) is
now available on a single DVD disk on our local area network
(LAN). Instructions for installation are posted in the CEPOH
Public Folders/Information Management/E-Library Connec-
tion mailbox. The installation procedure is much simpler than for
the previous seven-CDROM set!

NFPA Fire Codes Subscription Service

Installation instructions for the current edition of the fire codes on
CDROM can also be found in the CEPOH Public Folders/
Information Management/E-Library Connection mailbox.  NFPA
is now offering the same subscription service over the Internet as
a limited-time free trial..
If you are interested in checking out the web option, call Ruby
Mizue for instructions and passwords.  If you find this option useful
and preferable, let your supervisors know since renewal of the
subscription is under consideration.

Internet Search Engines and Other Interesting Sites

Looking for a specific document or just browsing a subject area
can be a daunting task on the Internet.  The Corps Library
Program Toolbox offers these:

http://www.usace.army.mil/library/libtoolbox.html

www.google.com
Google! offers a process called PageRank, which lists sites
based on relevant links, screening your “hits” to give you the
most pertinent pages to your search. It has no advertising on its
website.

http://plasma.nationalgeographic.com/mapmachine/
If you love maps of all kinds, especially the colorful ones in
National Geographic, visit this site. All you supply is the printer
and paper.

http://www.uncle-sam.com/best_stat.html
If  STATISTICS of any kind intrigue you, visit the above for links
to a wide variety of authoritative government statistical sources.

http://www.howstuffworks.com
And if you are always curious about what makes things work,
from automotive to electronics, to your body, have fun here.


